


	Surprise KIDS
Nov. 22, 2020 

This week, take a few moments to pray for our Surprise KIDS. 
Pray for the kids who tend to have a hard time being grateful for what they have. Ask God to give kids hearts and attitudes of thankfulness and ask Him to help kids know when they need to adjust their attitudes. Pray for your own heart and attitude. Ask Him to give you a heart of gratitude as you lead your today.
MUSIC – preparing the kids for our Song Presentation on Dec. 6
1. Everybody, Everywhere
https://youtu.be/er8xLZ6AyKg
2. Jesus Loves Me
https://youtu.be/QSaWPYb6_6k
3. Away in a Manger

LARGE GROUP ACTIVITY – KIDS CARE KINDNESS PROJECT
We are Adopting Senior Citizens, kind of like a ‘Pen Pal’. We will be writing letters, drawing pictures, art project, etc… and mailing it to them, throughout the months of November and December.

Our Senior Citizens are:
Roger Kocher – Bismarck, ND
Harold and Delores Schuh – Bismarck, ND
Charles Freeman – Jefferson, Iowa
Lanette & Bryon Bellerud – Bismarck, ND
Keith Smith – Bismarck, ND
Lura Carr – Ottumwa, Iowa



BIBLE LESSON VIDEO:  Douglas Talks: Every day can be Thanksgiving
 https://youtu.be/c8r_qjQbKuk

LESSON:  CHARLIE BROWN’S THANKSGIVING:
Throughout the Bible, the idea of thanksgiving is giving back to God in praise and worship, expressing thanksgiving for all He has done for us. Scripture encourages us to give thanks “always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 5:20).
But Sometimes it’s hard to be thankful when we feel like things are working against us rather than for us. Yet it’s in these times that thanksgiving must become more than a feeling; it must become who we are – a child of faith — a faith that God is indeed good and He works all things together for the good of those called by Him (Romans 8:28).
The “first Thanksgiving” in the United States was a simple gathering of friends who united to give thanks to God for sustaining them in a very difficult season. Following the Mayflower’s arrival at Plymouth Rock, the Pilgrims suffered the loss of 46 of their original 102 colonists. With the help of 91 Indians, the remaining Pilgrims survived the bitter winter and yielded a bountiful harvest in 1621. In celebration, a traditional English harvest festival, lasting three days brought the Pilgrims and natives to unite in a “thanksgiving” observance.
In 1789, George Washington proclaimed it a National holiday, calling on citizens to praise “that great and glorious God, who is the Creator of all the good that was, that is, or that will be.”
True thanksgiving doesn’t wait for circumstances or seasons to change. We can’t wait for COVID to disappear, before we are thankful. We can’t wait until we receive that new car, or the new Playstation 5, or the big load of money, Thankfulness needs to be a part of our everyday lives, no matter what is going on.
As Snoopy realized, thanksgiving is a matter of choosing to be thankful or not. In every season of life, we get to choose whether our focus will be on the goodness of God or our circumstances; determining whether our heart will be filled with gratitude or grumbling.
In Charlie Brown’s Thanksgiving this is what Peppermint Patty said:
Peppermint Patty: “What kind of Thanksgiving dinner is this? Where’s the turkey, Chuck? Don’t you know anything about Thanksgiving dinners? Where’s the mashed potatoes? Where’s the cranberry sauce? Where’s the pumpkin pie?” She had an attitude of grumbling at that moment…
The actual meal that Charlie Brown served to his friends included: jellybeans, pretzels, popcorn, and toast, reminding everyone that the beauty of the feast is always in the eye of the (hungry) beholder.   (serve these items to the kids)
Read the following Scriptures or have older kids read:
1. Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever! 1 Chronicles 16:34
2. I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart;
I will recount all of your wonderful deeds. Psalm 9:1
3. Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! Psalm 95:2
4. Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise!
Give thanks to him; bless his name! Psalm 100:4 
Talk about why it’s important to thank God for what He does for us, and what we are each thankful for. Ask the kids, what is on their Thanksgiving table this year….
[bookmark: _3wmadwu5twxr](I love listening to children list everything they are thankful for!)
PRAY: 
“God,  we THANK you. Please help us adjust our attitude and see Your blessings for what they really are—blessings from You. You are so good to us, God, and we love You. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.”

CRAFT:  What Are We Thankful for Turkey Hat
Materials:                                      
· Construction paper
· Adhesive tape
· White glue
· Scissors
[image: ]
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Process: 
1.  Cut out a long strip of construction paper – this will be the headband for the turkey hat.
2.  Write something that you are thankful for on the feathers. 
3.  Cut out the feathers and details for the turkey face.
4.  Attach all of the cut-outs and try the hat on for size.















	BIBLE STORY
Matthew 20:1-15
MEMORY VERSE
Give thanks to the Lord, because he is good. His faithful love continues forever. 
Psalm 136:1
[bookmark: _88mtyz1yc84a]LIFE APP
[bookmark: _qm4fyzw68u19]Gratitude—Letting others know you see how they’ve helped you
BOTTOM LINE
Adjust your attitude
BASIC TRUTH
I need to make the wise choice.

	
	






image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




