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	LESSON VIDEO: David and Jonathan
https://youtu.be/wDDvDFFNbUU

	
[bookmark: _3wmadwu5twxr]MUSIC  -  
SONG #1: Everybody, Everywhere
https://youtu.be/er8xLZ6AyKg
SONG #2: Jesus What a Friend
https://youtu.be/dWPAuiNEcTE




LARGE GROUP ACTIVITY – ‘Would You Rather?”
WHAT YOU NEED: ping pong balls, one for each child and a large trashcan(use one at the school) 
WHAT YOU DO: 
• Ask the group to stand in a circle and give a ball to each kid. Encourage the kids to cheer one another on
• starting with one child, ask them to toss their ball into the trashcan.  If they make it, then ask one of the following questions. 
• When the question has been answered, go on to the next child, until everyone has had a turn. 
 • Make sure everyone gets a turn.
 • Questions:  
Would you rather eat candy or doughnuts? 
Would you rather be the funniest person or the smartest person alive?  
Would you rather never have to clip your toenails or never have to cut your hair? 
Would you rather fly or be invisible? 
Would you rather be the worst player on a winning team or the best player on a losing team? 
Would you rather eat a raw potato or a whole lime? 
Would you rather live without TV or without food? 
Would you rather have five brothers or five sisters? 
Would you rather clean your room or clean the toilet?
Would you rather eat spinach or sauerkraut?
Would you rather do your homework or play with a friend?
Would you rather fly a kite or swing on a swing?
Would you rather dance or sing?
Would you rather be a superhero or a magician?
Would you rather brush your teeth with soap or drink sour milk?
Would you rather eat a whole raw onion or a whole lemon?
Would you rather only be able to walk on all fours or only be able to walk sideways like a crab?

WHAT YOU SAY: “It was fun watching you throw the ball into the basket and hearing your answers to the questions. Let’s hear a story about someone who sent something sailing through the air towards his friend to deliver a message.”

BIBLE STORY –
Our story today is about two best friends, David and Jonathan. David was a shepherd boy chosen by God to become Israel’s next king. Jonathan was a prince, the son of King Saul. After David killed the giant Goliath, Saul brought David into his home. David and Jonathan became very best friends. They shared everything with one another. But as David grew into a man, Saul’s jealousy threatened to drive a wedge between the two best friends.
READ 1 Samuel 20:1-8 (have an older child read this)
David sounds pretty desperate, doesn’t he? He’s afraid for his life, and he’s pleading with Jonathan for help. Let’s see how Jonathan responds.
READ 1 Samuel 20:9-17 (have a different child read this portion)
Jonathan doesn’t believe what David says about his father, but in spite of this, Jonathan vows that he will not let his father harm David. Jonathan agrees to talk to Saul, to find out what his plans are for David. If Saul plans to kill David, he will warn his friend. But Jonathan asks David for a favor in return - that David will always protect Jonathan’s family. David agrees, and the two best friends make a promise to one another.
David and Jonathan were true best friends, and They made a plan. David was going to skip dinner with the king to go be with his family. If the king was ok with him being gone, then everything was fine and David was not in trouble with the king. But if Jonathan told King Saul that David was visiting his family and the king became angry, then they knew that the king wanted David dead. When Jonathan found out his father wanted to kill David, the plan was to wait 3 days and then he, with the help of his servant boy, would shoot 3 arrows near a certain rock. If he told his servant boy that the arrows were near, then all was well with David. If Jonathan told the boy that the arrows were beyond, then David would know to flee for his life. Jonathan shot his arrows and announced that they were beyond the boy. When the servant boy was sent away, David appeared to Jonathan out of hiding. They hugged and wept. Jonathan told him to go in peace and remember the covenant between them. 
David kept his promise to Jonathan. When Jonathan died and David became king, David found one of Jonathan’s remaining children and brought him into his home. David vowed to protect Jonathan’s children, and he kept that promise.
Best friends are not best friends because they can get something from their friend. They are best friends because they put each other first. They keep their promises, and no matter what it costs, they are faithful to each other.
I’m sure everyone here has had an experience with a so-called friend who has let you down. We’ve all had friends who liked us for something they could get from us. They were friends while times were good, but when times got hard, they were nowhere to be found. They left us to face our problems alone.
We’ve all had friends like that. If we’re honest, we’ve all probably been bad friends like that too.
God wants something better for us. He wants us to be true friends who put the needs of our friends ahead of our own wants. When times are good, he wants us to celebrate with our friends. When times are tough, he wants us to be loyal.
A true friend is a friend at all times. They stay loyal even when it costs them dearly. Friends will sacrifice popularity, personal gain, and pride if it means being true to a friend. Let us pray that God will bless us with friends like David and Jonathan, and let’s pray that God will help us to become true friends, just as they were to each other.
“Friends love one another. “Let’s pray and ask God to help us share His love with our friends.”
PRAY: “Dear God, thank You so much for this example of friendship between Jonathan and David. They helped each other and protected each other, through the good times and the tough times. They showed LOVE to each other. Please help us do that, too. Help us love each other the way You love us. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”


















CRAFT: DAVID AND JONATHAN BOW AND ARROW

ITEMS THAT WE WILL HAVE READY FOR EACH CHILD: Cardstock, pipe cleaners, crayons, hole punch, scissors, and glue

[image: ]

The verse on the arrow is I Samuel 20:37 "Jonathan yelled out, 'Isn't the arrow farther out?'"

The verse on the bow is I Samuel 20:42 "Jonathan said, 'Go in peace! The two of us have vowed friendship in God's name, saying, "God will be the bond between me and you, and between my children and your children forever!"'
1. Cut all the pieces out separately 
2. Glue them fronts to backs. 
3. Next, color the bow and arrow. 
4. Punch a hole in the back end of the arrow and either end of the bow. 
5. Run a pipe cleaner through all of the holes.
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CLOSING ACTIVITY IF HAVE TIME: FRIENDSHIP TREE
Friendship Tree:  Draw a tree on poster board or butcher paper and have each child place their handprint on the tree. This is a great example of a way to show how we all need to love and care for one another.
[image: ]


CLOSE IN PRAYER
	BIBLE STORY
We’re Going to Be Friends 
David and Jonathan 
1 Samuel 20
[bookmark: _3tmnynj6ftl5]MEMORY VERSE
A friend loves at all times. They are there to help when trouble comes. Proverbs 17:17
[bookmark: _88mtyz1yc84a]LIFE APP
Friendship—Using your words and actions to show others you care
[bookmark: _qm4fyzw68u19]BOTTOM LINE
Friends love one another.
BASIC TRUTH
I should treat others the way I want to be treated.
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