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	Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story.
	Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Ask God to help guide today’s conversations and activities as kids learn and talk about what it means to be a loving friend. Pray that kids would leave today with ideas and opportunities for big and small ways they can show love to their friends.

[bookmark: _3wmadwu5twxr]MUSIC  -  
SONG #1: Everybody, Everywhere
[bookmark: _GoBack]https://youtu.be/er8xLZ6AyKg
LESSON VIDEO: Elijah Taken to Heaven
https://youtu.be/GxlSwGqqkK8



LARGE GROUP ACTIVITY – Connecting With Friends
Materials
Obtain a ball of string or yarn.
Description
In this creative learning activity, the string or yarn serves as an object lesson illustrating the relationships and friendships we have with each other.
Activity
1. Sit the group on the floor in a circle.
2. Holding firmly to the string, toss it to a person in the circle.
3. The person receiving the string must name a quality (of the person who tossed it to him/her) that makes them a good friend.
4. The person receiving the string, holds firmly onto the string and tosses the ball on to another person. The string should be held above the ground.
5. Continue until everyone has received the string at least once and said at least one quality of a friend that the person who tosses it to them possesses.
6. You will have a spiderweb representing our relationships.


What makes a friend is the connections we make, the events and experiences we share, the discussions we share. Listen to today’s lesson, about two individuals, who God set apart to become His servants, but also to become great friends. 




PREPARING FOR THE LESSON: As you read the story, pause to let the children respond as follows (practice this before beginning the story): 

When LEADER says:                            The children say: 
Elijah                                                      The prophet                               
Elisha                                                     The prophet’s friend 

When telling the story, pause after each “Elijah” and “Elisha” so that the children may respond.

BIBLE STORY –
Elijah (the prophet) was a prophet of God. God would give Elijah (the prophet) messages for the people and Elijah (the prophet) would tell them. Sometimes people liked the messages from God and sometimes they did not. King Ahab and Queen Jezebel did not like the messages that Elijah (the prophet) had for them. God’s message was that they were bad. If they did not stop worshipping idols then bad things would happen to them.
Queen Jezebel was very angry that Elijah, (the prophet), gave her God’s message. She was so angry that she tried to get people to kill Elijah (the prophet). Elijah (the prophet) spent many years running away from Jezebel. It was lonely having to go from place to place all of the time. 
God told Elijah (the prophet) to go to a place where a man named Elisha (the prophet’s friend) was working in a field. Elisha (the prophet’s friend) would be Elijah’s (the prophet) new helper. Elijah (the prophet) put his cloak on Elisha’s (the prophet’s friend) shoulders to show that he had been chosen to follow Elijah (the prophet) and learn to be a prophet.
One particular day, Elijah (the prophet) woke up. A beautiful smile spread over his wrinkled face. Today was the day! He felt a few aches and pains in his old bones as he got out of bed. But the aches and pains didn’t bother him one bit. Today was the day! 
Today was his last day here on the earth. God had told him so. Today God was taking Elijah (the prophet) home to heaven! Elijah (the prophet) and his special helper Elisha (the prophet’s friend) probably ate breakfast together. 
“I am going to go to Bethel to visit the school of the prophets,” Elijah (the prophet) said. “You stay here.” But Elisha (the prophet’s friend) also knew that this was Elijah’s (the prophet) last day on the earth. “I will never leave you!” Elisha (the prophet’s friend) exclaimed. “I am going too.” 
Elijah (the prophet) and Elisha (the prophet’s friend) started out on their journey. The warm sun shone down on their heads. Sometimes they stopped to talk with people. All day Elisha (the prophet’s friend) kept his eyes on his best friend Elijah (the prophet) as they walked down the road together. God was coming to get Elijah (the prophet) today! Elisha (the prophet’s friend) didn’t want to miss seeing it! 
The two friends walked slowly through the countryside, talking together. They came to the Jordan River. The river was deep. There was no bridge. What should they do? How could they get across? 
Elijah (the prophet) took off his cloak. He rolled it up and hit the water with it. And the water of the Jordan River divided. There was a dry path for them to walk across! 
Suddenly, out of nowhere, a chariot of fire appeared. It was pulled by horses of fire. And then Elijah (the prophet) was taken up into the chariot. He was carried to heaven by a strong wind called a whirlwind. Elijah (the prophet) dropped his cloak as he went up to heaven [drop the mantle]. Elisha (the prophet’s friend) picked it up and held it. He looked into the sky. He looked as hard as he could, but the chariot of fire and the horses of fire and his friend Elijah (the prophet) had all disappeared! All he could see was the sky. 
It was time for Elisha (the prophet’s friend) to go home. Elisha (the prophet’s friend) walked back to the Jordan River. He stopped. He rolled up Elijah’s (the prophet) cloak, just as Elijah (the prophet) had, and he struck the water with it. Immediately the water divided! He walked back across the Jordan River on dry land. Now he was sure that he would be carrying on the work of Elijah (the prophet). He knew that God had given him power too.
TIME TO REFLECT: Allow response time as you ask: Where did Elijah the prophet go? Do you think we will see Elijah when we get to heaven? What is your favorite part of this story? Why? Whom would you rather be, Elijah or Elisha? Why?
TAKE THE KIDS OUTSIDE: WHAT YOU WILL NEED: 
One balloon filled with helium
One filled with air 
Take the children outside and release the balloons. Let the children watch the helium-filled balloon as long as they can. Talk about why it was able to rise up into the air and why the air-filled balloon floated to the ground.

ASK: 
What do you think Elisha thought when he saw Elijah go up into the sky the way our balloon did? 
How did you feel as our balloon floated away? 
Why did one balloon rise and the other fall to the ground? 
The helium gave the balloon the power to rise. When we belong to Jesus, He gives us the power to do things that we would not be able to do all by ourselves. 
What are some things that God and Jesus can give us power to do? (eat food we don’t like; obey quickly; tell others about Jesus; be kind to our brother or sister; etc.)

CLOSE IN PRAYER: “Dear God, thank You for the story of Elijah and Elisha. It’s so cool how they were there to encourage and support each other. Please help us encourage our friends in the same way. Help us use our words to let our friends know that we’re always there for them. Help us SHOW our friendship with our actions, too. We love You, and we ask these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”

CRAFT:
Marshmallow Buggy
[image: ]

Supplies needed:

Regular marshmallows
Animal crackers
Lifesavers
Gummi bears
Toothpicks
Thread
Scissors
Water


Take a marshmallow and insert two toothpicks with just enough space between them to place an animal cracker between them. Take a short piece of thread and tie the animal cracker to the toothpicks to keep it from falling. Next take two lifesavers, preferably the same color and carefully dip one side into water and stick them to the side of the marshmallow. Dip the bottom of a gummi bear into the water and place on top of the marshmallow. Set aside to dry.

Try not to move until the water has had time to dry to insure that the lifesaver wheels and the gummi bear will stick properly.



	BIBLE STORY
Friend Like Me 
Elijah and Elisha 
[bookmark: _3tmnynj6ftl5]1 Kings 19:14-21; 2 Kings 2:1-15
MEMORY VERSE
A friend loves at all times. They are there to help when trouble comes. Proverbs 17:17
[bookmark: _88mtyz1yc84a]LIFE APP
Friendship—Using your words and actions to show others you care
[bookmark: _qm4fyzw68u19]BOTTOM LINE
Friends love one another.
BASIC TRUTH
I should treat others the way I want to be treated.
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