WHERE YOU LEAD – SALT AND LIGHT - MATTHEW 5:13-16
[image: YOU ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH]
“Last week we talked about how Jesus was teaching and performing miracles. People were starting to hear about Jesus and about all the amazing things He was doing, so everywhere He went, large crowds would follow.
“On one particular day, the crowds began to gather to see what Jesus might have to say. Jesus went up a mountainside above the crowds and sat, and His disciples joined Him. Jesus began to teach His disciples and the crowd that was gathering.”
“Listen to what Jesus had to say that day. Open the Bible to Matthew 5:13 and read: 
“You are the salt of the earth. But suppose the salt loses its saltiness. How can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything. It will be thrown out. People will walk all over it.”
“Okay. Let’s rewind. Jesus told the people: “You are the salt of the earth.” What does that mean? 
“Well, back then, salt was really valuable. It wasn’t easy to get. In fact, sometimes Roman soldiers were even PAID in salt! God wanted salt to be a part of the sacrifices we read about in the Old Testament, which shows you that salt went way beyond simple seasoning. It was also used to preserve meat so the meat wouldn’t go bad. Salt was even required to make purple dye, which is why purple clothing was so expensive and why it was often worn by kings and queens. 
“So yes, salt was valuable, but why did Jesus say that WE are like salt? Well, for one thing, that means we’re valuable. Each of us is made in God’s image. But also, as followers of Jesus, we’re supposed to ‘preserve’ things and keep them fresh and good. We’re supposed to act in a way that makes the world better. We’re supposed to show God’s love and goodness to others with our actions. We don’t want to lose our saltiness.”
“But Jesus didn’t stop there. He told the crowd: Open the Bible to Matthew 5:14-15 and read:
 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill can’t be hidden. Also, people do not light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead, they put it on its stand. Then it gives light to everyone in the house.”
“Jesus said: “You are the light of the world.” What do lights do? They shine in the darkness, right? If you’re scared in the dark, just turn on a light. Can’t see what to do? 
“When we do good things for the people around us, it’s like we’re shining the light of God’s love. You wouldn’t turn on a light and then cover it up with a bowl, would you? Of course not. You’d let it shine so it could light up the whole house. Jesus was saying that we shouldn’t hide OUR light, either. We should keep shining for Him by showing His love everywhere we go.”
“Listen to the next thing Jesus said about light. Open the Bible to Matthew 5:16 and read:
“In the same way, let your light shine so others can see it. Then they will see the good things you do. And they will bring glory to your Father who is in heaven.”
“So what happens when we let our light shine? Well, other people will be able to see those good things we do, and they’ll know that we act that way because we believe and follow God. They’ll start to understand that the reason we act the way we do is because of Him. 
“When we use our creativity to help others, it’s a really cool way that we can share God’s story. We can share what God is doing in us on the inside by the way we treat people on the outside.”
“Does everyone have a flashlight? Go ahead and shine your light straight up at the sky. Try to keep it still. Isn’t that a beautiful sight? It’s kind of like looking up at the stars in the night sky. 
“There is no limit to God’s creativity. The same God who made the sun and the stars and everything we can see in the universe also made you! He made you in His image. He made you for a reason—to have a relationship with you. He wants to know you and for you to know Him. He feels that way about everyone! He made everyone, and He wants a relationship with everyone. 
“Remember, God created EVERYTHING. There was darkness, and then God created light. Just like the stars point to a Creator, your life can point others to God’s story, too. You can show what a difference God has made in your life by the way you act each day. You can act in a way that shines His light by sharing His love with others. And if they wonder where that kindness and goodness come from, you can tell them that everything good and creative in YOU comes from God.
“God created you to share His story. 
“Let’s talk to God and ask Him to help us do that.”
PRAY:  “Dear God, thank You for creating everything we can see! Thank You for creating me. Thank You for creating everyone. I know You created us to know You, and You want the same thing for everyone in our lives—everyone we’ll ever meet. You want all of us to understand how much You love us. Help us use our creativity to shine our light for You, as we share Your story. Help us to tell others about You with our words and with our actions. We love You, and we ask these things in Jesus’ name, amen.”
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