BIBLE LESSON- PAUL IS SHIPWRECKED

Review: Paul didn’t always believe in Jesus; in fact, he actually tried to STOP people from putting their faith in Jesus. But then Jesus appeared to Paul, and Paul realized that he had been wrong all along. He made it his life’s mission to travel all over and spread the word about Jesus to as many people as possible. While teaching in Jerusalem, he was arrested by Roman soldiers after a mob tried to kill him.

While Paul was in prison, Jesus appeared to him! Listen to what Jesus said to encourage him.

“Be brave! You have told people about me in Jerusalem. You must do the same in Rome.”

Bible Story: Paul must have felt really encouraged after Jesus showed up to tell him to keep going, but he still had a hard road in front of him. A group of religious leaders plotted to kill him, so Paul was taken to the governor in Caesarea. 

From there, he was ordered to Rome to stand trial before Caesar. In order to get to Rome, Paul was handed over to a Roman commander, Julius, for the sea journey. Julius was kind and even allowed Paul to visit with friends when they stopped at Sidon. 

From Sidon, they sailed around Cyprus. They transferred to a ship from Egypt that was carrying grain to Italy. The ship fought against the wind for many days, until they arrived in a town on the island of Crete called Fair Havens.

At this point in the journey, a lot of time had passed, and sailing had become dangerous. Even though Paul was the prisoner, he spoke up to the men in charge. Listen to his warning. 

“Men”, he said, “I can see that our trip is going to be dangerous. The ship and everything in it will be lost. Our own lives will be in danger also.”

But the ship’s pilot and owner wanted to reach a better harbor for the winter, so they decided to sail on to try to reach Phoenix.

A gentle south wind began to blow. The crew saw their chance to leave quickly, so they pulled up the anchor and left. But the wind quickly grew until it had the force of a hurricane. The men lifted the lifeboat on board and tied ropes under the ship to hold it together. The storm went on for days. By the third day, the men started to throw their cargo overboard. At this point, they didn’t believe that they would survive this awful storm.

But in the midst of the chaos, God sent an angel to Paul. The next day, Paul spoke to all the crew and passengers—276 people in all. He told them what the angel had said to him:

Do not be afraid, Paul. You must go on trial in front of Caesar. God has shown his grace by sparing the lives of all those sailing with you.

Paul told everyone they must be brave. They would survive the storm, but eventually they would need to run the ship onto an island. Still, the storm continued.

Finally, on the fourteenth night of the storm—yep, the FOURTEENTH night— the sailors discovered they neared land. The ship’s crew was so afraid of crashing against the rocks that they lowered the lifeboat, planning to escape and leave the passengers.
Paul spoke to Julius and the soldiers, saying the men must stay with the ship. The soldiers cut the ropes that held the lifeboat and let it drift away. Just before dawn, Paul spoke to everyone again and tried to encourage them. The Bible tell us in Acts 27:33-36:

“Just before dawn Paul tried to get them all to eat. ‘For the last 14 days,’ he said, ‘you have wondered what would happen. You have gone without food. You haven’t eaten anything. Now I am asking you to eat some food. You need it to live. Not one of you will lose a single hair from your head.’ After Paul said this, he took some bread and gave thanks to God. He did this where they all could see him. Then he broke it and began to eat. All of them were filled with hope. So they ate some food.’’

When daylight came, they saw they were next to the beach, so they ran the ship onto it. But the ship hit a sandbar. And when it hit the sandbar, it began to break into pieces. The soldiers planned to kill Paul and the other prisoners to keep them from swimming to freedom, but Julius stopped them because he wanted to save Paul’s life. Some of the passengers and crew swam, and some grabbed wreckage from the ship. Everyone reached land safely. Hooray!

They landed on an island called Malta. The people who lived there built a fire to welcome their visitors. Paul gathered some sticks to feed the fire, but when he put them on the fire, a venomous snake came out and bit him! But Paul shook the snake off into the fire—and he was fine! 

When the people saw that Paul wasn’t harmed, they thought he must be a god. Publius, the chief official, welcomed Paul and others into his home. Paul discovered that Publius’ father was very sick. So, Paul prayed and asked God to heal him. Publius’ father was healed! 

All of the sick people on the island flocked to see Paul, and they, too, were healed. When it was time to leave, the people of Malta gave them all of the supplies they needed.

Finally, Paul reached Rome. The believers there had heard he was on the way, and they traveled to meet him. In Rome, Paul was allowed to live in his own place, under guard. For two years, he welcomed anyone who came to see him. Paul shared the good news of Jesus with Jews and Gentiles alike—just as God had promised he would. No matter how many problems Paul faced along the way, he continued his journey because he wanted to keep sharing the news about Jesus. Jesus had changed his life! In fact, knowing Jesus had not only changed Paul, it also changed the way he saw his problems. That’s what we need to remember today:

“Knowing Jesus changes the way you see your problems.

Let’s Pray
“Dear God, thank You for being with Paul through the ups and downs. We can see how You were always with him—guiding his steps and giving him what he needed to face all the challenges along the way. We know that You’re with us, too. Help us remember that We can trust You no matter what. Help us to see our problems differently because of our faith in You. We love You, and we ask these things in Jesus’ name, amen.”


