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	[bookmark: _3wmadwu5twxr]MUSIC  -  
https://youtu.be/x6r3eWJmCbE - Jump Around and Praise His Name
https://youtu.be/WuODF9Kbgnw - Praise ye, the Lord Hallelujah!



OBJECT LESSON ACTIVITY: PETS DON’T TALK
Objects needed: If possible, a “pet rock” decorated with eyes, mouth, etc. If not a “pet rock,” then just any old rock will do!
Theme/Main Idea: Jesus wants us to use our words and actions to show that we know He is God’s Son and our Savior.

[image: Gary Dahl's pet rock "invention" made him a millionaire!]

Presentation:
“Good morning! I have a question for you before I show you what is in my box. Here it is… How many of you have a pet?
Well, my pet is here in this box. It is very well behaved. Would you like to see it?
[Take rock out of the box you brought it in, or bag, or your pocket… whatever.]
What is it? [A rock!]
What do you think of my pet? [Kids might think it is silly, funny, dumb…]
Some of you don’t seem to appreciate my pet. But let me tell you something:
In 1975… ancient history for all of you kids, I know… in 1975, a man named Gary Dahl was talking with his friends who were all complaining about their pets. They complained about feeding, paying vet bills, cleaning up after them… all sorts of things. Gary joked about a rock being the perfect pet, and a few months later he started selling pet rocks! You may think the idea is silly, but he sold enough of them that he became very rich. Wow! Apparently a lot of people thought a rock would make a great pet, too.
But, let me ask you… can a rock play with you? [NO.]
Can it fetch a stick or roll over? [NO].
Is it fun to cuddle with? [NO!]
Okay… one last question… does a rock make any noise? Like, can it talk or bark or sing or say anything? [NO!!!]
What if I were to tell you that there was one time in history when the rocks almost could have shouted and sung out? Do you know when that was? [children respond]
Yes! It was Palm Sunday. The day Jesus came into Jerusalem riding on a donkey. When Jesus was told to tell his followers to be quiet and to stop praising him as the Messiah, the son of David… the one who had come in the name of the Lord, well… Jesus told them that he couldn’t tell them to be silent. And, here’s the kicker… even if he could have made them silent, Jesus said the rocks on the ground and all around them would have started to shout and sing his praises!
Wow! It almost makes me wish the people would have been quiet. It would have been really cool to see a rock sing!
But, as it is… well, my pet rock doesn’t do much of anything. And, I guess that’s okay.
I’d hate for my rock to start praising God for Jesus because I wasn’t willing to. How about you? Wouldn’t you rather sing and praise Jesus yourself than count on the rocks to do it? Yes, me too.
Will you pray with me?
“God, we thank you that the rocks don’t need to cry out on our behalf. We praise you for filling out hearts with joy and causing us to sing and shout your praises. Our joy is so great, we can’t keep it to ourselves. Help us as we share this joy with everyone. Amen.”

BIBLE STORY –
If you have flags or noise makers, hand one to each child to use when you give them the cue in the lesson. 
I want you to imagine this morning that we are going to have a visit from a very important person. Who do you think should come visit?  I have some flags for some of you to wave and I have some noise makers. I will describe the parade, and as this important person passes by, I want you to wave, blow your horns, and shout. Are you ready? The parade is about to begin.
Look! The parade is approaching. I can see it in the distance. The band is leading the parade and behind the band there are cars with other important people like bodyguards, our senator, and possibly, the mayor of Bismarck. As they pass by, we smile and wave. (Pause for kids to respond.) 
Then, here he comes -- the important person. He is riding down the street in a big black convertible. He waves to the crowds that are lining the streets as he passes by. The people are…
· waving flags (Pause for kids to respond.) 
· blowing their noise makers and shouting, "Yea! Hip! Hip! Hooray! Yea!" (Pause for kids to respond.) 
Then as the parade moves on down the street, the sound of the band playing and people shouting fades away in the distance. It is over. The celebration is over.
Soon after this, they came near to Jerusalem. King Jesus was coming to their city. People lined the streets. Some people walked in front of the king and some walked behind him. Instead of a big, black convertible, the King rode on the back of a small donkey. Where did he get a donkey? Can anyone tell me? 
Jesus said to two of His disciples, “Go into the village and immediately when you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, on which no one has ever sat. Untie this colt and bring it here. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ you say, ‘The Lord has need of it’; and immediately he will let you have the colt.”
They went away and found a colt tied at the door, outside in the street just as Jesus had said! They untied it, and some of the people around them asked, “Why are you untying this colt?” They spoke to them just as Jesus had told them, and they gave them permission to take it. They brought the colt to Jesus and put their coats on it (pretend to put coats on the colt); and He sat on it. 
Let’s do what the people did when King Jesus came to town.
As he rode through the streets of the city, the crowds…
· waved palm branches (Pause for kids to respond with their flags.) 
· they shouted, "Hosanna, Hosanna!” (Pause for kids to respond.)
· They shouted, “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!” (Pause for kids to respond.) 
· They shouted, “Hosanna in the highest!" (Pause for kids to respond.) 
Today is Palm Sunday. Today we celebrate the entry of King Jesus into Jerusalem. It was a day that marked the beginning of an incredible week. A week that would see Jesus cheered, Jesus praying in the Garden of Gethsemane and asking his disciples to ‘Watch and Pray’ with him. Then he was arrested, given a trial, condemned, and crucified. But as that week came to an end, another week began just as the previous week had begun...with a celebration. Come back next Sunday to hear about another incredible celebration.
Let’s PRAY: Dear Jesus, our voices join with the voices of the people in Jerusalem some 2,000 years ago. Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. In Jesus’ name, amen.

CRAFT: see attachment – Watch and Pray Craft

OPTION #1: Resurrection Rolls for Easter Sunday
Do you want to know how to make resurrection rolls? Resurrection rolls are fun, easy, and yummy! They resemble cinnamon rolls. We like to bake them on Saturday and eat them for breakfast on Easter morning. I’m going to give you the recipe for resurrection rolls, and step by step directions on how to use them to teach your kids about the Easter story! 
 
Ingredients Needed To Make Resurrection Rolls:
· Canned Crescent Rolls
· 3 Tbsp. of Butter
· Small bowl of Cinnamon/Sugar Mixture (3 Tbsp. sugar + 1 Tbsp. cinnamon)
· 8 Large Marshmallows (or the number of crescent rolls you have)
· Parchment Paper or aluminum foil
· 
How To Make Resurrection Rolls:
 Before beginning, melt your butter, preheat your oven to 350 degrees. Also, cover your pan in parchment paper or aluminum foil. (those melted marshmallows are going to make some kind of a mess if you don’t cover your pan with something!) 😉

Tell your children something like this:
 
 
“Jesus was completely perfect and pure. He never sinned or did anything wrong. Even so, there were some people who didn’t like him because he said he was God. The crucified him, and he died on the cross on Good Friday. It was very sad. A man named Joseph took his body down from the cross.”
 
Give them each a marshmallow. Then tell them:
 
 
“This marshmallow represents the body of Jesus. It is white because Jesus was pure from sin. Back during Jesus’ time, they prepared bodies for burial by putting special oils and spices on the body. The butter and the cinnamon-sugar represent these oils and spices.”
 
Have them dip the marshmallow first in the melted butter, and roll it around. Then, roll it in the cinnamon-sugar mixture.
 
“Next, they wrapped Jesus’ body in a white cloth, kinda like a mummy. We’re going to wrap up our marshmallows like Jesus’ body was wrapped in cloth.”
 
[image: how to make resurrection rolls]

Place the marshmallows on the crescent rolls, and wrap them up. Pinch all the seams shut as well as possible. They will look like dough balls when you’re finished.
 
[image: resurrection rolls recipe]

Now, place your rolls in the oven, and tell your kids:
 
 
“Then, they placed Jesus’ body in a tomb cut in stone. It was kind of like a cave. They sealed it with a big heavy rock so that no one could get in, and placed soldiers in front of the tomb to guard it!”

Bake the rolls for 10 to 12 minutes until they are golden brown. Before removing them from the oven, tell your kids:
 
 
“Jesus was in the tomb for 3 days, and then he rose from the dead!”
 
Remove the resurrection rolls from your oven. Some of the melted marshmallow probably escaped, but that’s ok, because you used parchment paper. 😉
 
 
[image: resurrection rolls for easter]
 
Allow the rolls to cool for about 10 minutes before moving on.
 
 
[image: baby with christmas tree]
 
Now, you cut the roll in half to reveal that it’s empty inside! Then you tell your kids:
 
 
“When Jesus rose from the dead on the third day, the tomb was empty, just like our rolls are empty inside! It’s just like an empty tomb!”
 
[image: resurrection rolls recipe and story for kids]
Now, eat your resurrection rolls! Tell your kids:
 
“These rolls are sweet, just like the resurrection story! Jesus died to save us from our sins. He loves you very much!”
 
OPTION #2: Cross Salt Painting
This craft can be done with all ages- from preschoolers through adults! (Yes, even I had a lot of fun making this one!) You probably already have the supplies you need laying around your house.
Supplies Needed to Make Salt Paintings With Kids:
· Black Construction Paper
· White Glue
· Salt
· Watercolor paints
· Paint Brush
Start by “drawing” your picture on your black paper with the white glue. (Keep this to simple outlines. It doesn’t work well when you fill big chunks of the paper in with glue.)
[image: cross craft for kids]
Next, sprinkle salt all over the glue.
[image: hwo to make a salt painting]
Next, sprinkle salt all over the glue.
Now comes the FUN part!!! Start painting with the watercolor paints. Because the salt is so absorbent, you just touch your paintbrush to the salt and the color spreads like magic!
[image: salt painting cross]
The reason why you want to use black paper is so if any of the paint gets somewhere that’s not the salt, you don’t see it. Encourage the children to just touch their paintbrushes to the salt and let it spread. You  have to be gentle so as not to disturb the wet glue under the salt.
[image: salt painting fun]

OPTION#3: The Triumphal Entry Video for Kids – Luke 19
https://youtu.be/VIUk0YCi15w

	BIBLE STORY
Jesus rides into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday
Luke 19; Matthew 21
MEMORY VERSE
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only son, that whoever believes in Him, will not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16
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