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	Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story.
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Everyone, no matter who they are or what they’ve done, needs to be forgiven. Pray that kids would begin to understand this truth today.
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Every Move I Make
Forgive One Another



LARGE GROUP ACTIVITY – God Forgives
Show the students how God’s forgiveness removes sin by performing the following experiment:
Materials Needed:
1. A plate
2. A glass
3. water
4. food coloring
5. a candle

Directions:
First, mix a few drops of food coloring into the water and pour some of the colored water onto the plate. Then, place the candle in the center of the plate and light it. Finally, as you explain that how Jesus took our sins upon Himself as he died on the cross, place the glass over the candle, and watch as the water rises into the glass, leaving the plate clean.

BIBLE STORY –
SETTING UP THE STORY:
Materials: Sticky labels (could use name tag labels or wide masking tape) and a pen. Have your children name different sins for you. Write the sins on the labels as they say them. Stick them on your shirt as you write them out. You could have “lying”, “stealing”, and “gossip” on you. If we don’t ask God to forgive us, we just wear our sins around all the time. Now if I put a coat on and hide my sins, would they be gone? No, they would just be hiding. Some people cover their sins by smiling and acting like they are good Christian people. Even when you hide sin, it’s hard to feel good about yourself. We all must tell God we are sorry for what we did and ask for forgiveness. The boy in our story today learned about sin the hard way. Remove sin stickers. Hey, I’m clean and free from sin now. Don’t I look better? I sure feel cleaner.
LEADER: (Hold up Bible.) 
Jesus often liked to tell stories to explain things. 
Jesus told a story called the “Prodigal Son” or “The Lost Son”. He was talking to many people; teachers of the law, sinners, and religious men were all standing around listening. 
Jesus began to tell the story of a man who had two sons. The younger son said to his dad, “give me my inheritance money now”. Normally the inheritance money would go to the boys after their dad died. This was hurtful to the dad because he wasn’t even close to dying. Soon after the boy got his dad’s money, he left for a far off land. He took everything with him. I don’t think he planned on ever going home. Jesus said he wasted his money on wild living. After he had spent every bit of his money, the land became dry and there was no rain. He was hungry and needed money. He took a job doing something he would have never done at home. He was feeding pigs. Pigs were unclean animals to the Jews in those days, and now he has to feed them. The son became so hungry he started wishing he could eat the pig’s food.
The boy realized he had been foolish. He knew his father’s servants had plenty to eat. He decided to tell his father he was sorry, he had done a terrible thing to him and God. He was going to ask if he could work as a servant for him. He knew he wasn’t worthy to be his son any longer. The boy headed home. When the son was a long way off, his father saw him coming. The father ran to him. He hugged and kissed his son. The boy told his dad how sorry he was. The father was so happy his son came home, he threw a celebration party. The father had his servants find the best clothes and put them on his son. He put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. He ordered his servants to kill the fattened calf and have a great feast. “My son was dead, but now he is alive again! He was lost, but now he is found!” (Luke 15:24 ICB). They celebrated his coming home. 
The Lost Son in Jesus’ story didn’t wear stickers with his sin all over, but he sure could feel his sin on the inside. He knew he wasn’t worthy to go back home and have his dad call him “son”. Home started looking really good to him after he ran out of food and money. He wanted to go back, even if he had to be his dad’s servant. His dad is just like our heavenly Dad. God wants us to leave our sin and ask for forgiveness. He is watching and waiting for us to come to him. He is ready and willing to call you His son or daughter. He’s ready also for a celebration when you come to Him. The Bible tells us that there is rejoicing in heaven when a sinner repents. (Luke 15:7,10). Let’s all try to run toward God, not away from Him. A celebration party is always more fun than a pity party!

PRAY:   “Dear God, thank You for sending Jesus to be our Savior. We didn’t deserve forgiveness, but the truth is, we all NEED it . . . and You freely offer it to us all. Help us to receive it and be thankful, and to be willing to forgive others as well. We love You, and we are thankful that we can call You Father. We know that we can trust You no matter what. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name, amen.”
 
CRAFT: See link on Kids Page


ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES:
OPTION #1: WELCOME HOME BROWN BAG SKIT: 
Have a brown bag filled with a ring, robe, sandals, a bed tray (to set up as a table for the feast), little cloth for table cloth and a silk flower and vase for effect, and a few food items for the "feast" such as crackers, drink, candybar, etc.  
Have your children unpack the brown bag and tell the "lesson with props". They have now heard the story and will be able to understand the feast and such when the son had returned! Discussion about how the father must have felt... and how the son must have felt also (excited to be "home, sad to have hurt his father and lost all the money, surprised to be treated so well, etc).

OPTION #2: CELEBRATION POSTER: 
Write the word CELEBRATE in many colors and styles of writing all over the poster. (children love to get creative) After writing the main words in BLACK.... "once I was lost but now I am found... by JESUS....... or JESUS FOUND ME! Poster can be decorated then with squiggles, stars, dots, etc! Have a discussion about the celebration when the father found the son!
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Prodigal Son
	BIBLE STORY
Please Forgive Me 
The Story of the Lost Son
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MEMORY VERSE
Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you.

Colossians 3:13
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[bookmark: _qm4fyzw68u19]Forgiveness—Deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn’t have to pay
BOTTOM LINE
Everyone needs to be forgiven. 
BASIC TRUTH
I can trust God no matter what.



