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                Running Mate | Group Discussion Questions 
 Week 6 | Chapters 16-18 

 

Digest the story:  
1. Describe the “Outcome-based” debate format that we see in Chapter 16. 

How did it help the candidates to discuss solutions to the National Debt? 

2. Why does the nation turn against the candidates after the above debate? 

3. What was Franklin inspired to plan during his intense confrontation with Will 
Coleman?   

4. Describe the tone of the final debate in Philadelphia, along with the 
relationship that had evolved between the two campaigns. 

 

Consider current Events: 
1. Compare and contrast Running Mate’s Outcome-based debate format with 

our current practice.  
2. How does our nation receive non-traditional candidates who reject the 

established status quo? Describe the mixed reactions they can expect and 
give examples if you can. 

3. Do you believe that our current system of government can be reformed and 
made more effective, or is this the best it can be in such a divided society? 
 

Think about leadership:  
1. While effective leadership requires good communication skills, many citizens 

limit their communication to texting and social media. How does this hinder 
leadership development and what is the best way for young people to 
develop the critical interpersonal skills they’ll need for leadership?  

2. None of us will ever have absolute power, which means that leaders must 
learn how to influence people and systems without controlling them.  Name 
someone who does this extremely well, and rate yourself in this area. 

 

Jesus is My Running Mate 
1. Read John 17:20-21.    Jesus longs for unity among people, but is painfully 

aware of human divisions.  What kind of unity does Jesus envision? 
Uniformity and uniform agreement on political ideals? Or some kind of 
deeper expression? What did He do to achieve his vision for unity? 
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Digest the story:  
5. Describe the “Outcome-based” debate format that we see in Chapter 16. 

How did it help the candidates to discuss solutions to the National Debt? 

6. Why does the nation turn against the candidates after the above debate? 

7. What was Franklin inspired to plan during his intense confrontation with Will 
Coleman?   

8. Describe the tone of the final debate in Philadelphia, along with the 
relationship that had evolved between the two campaigns. 
 

Consider current Events: 
4. Compare and contrast Running Mate’s Outcome-based debate format with 

our current practice.  
5. How does our nation receive non-traditional candidates who reject the 

established status quo? Describe the mixed reactions they can expect and 
give examples if you can. 

6. Do you believe that our current system of government can be reformed and 
made more effective, or is this the best it can be in such a divided society? 
 

Think about leadership:  
3. While effective leadership requires good communication skills, many citizens 

limit their communication to texting and social media. How does this hinder 
leadership development and what is the best way for young people to 
develop the critical interpersonal skills they’ll need for leadership?  

4. None of us will ever have absolute power, which means that leaders must 
learn how to influence people and systems without controlling them.  Name 
someone who does this extremely well, and rate yourself in this area. 

 

Jesus is My Running Mate 
2. Read John 17:20-21.    Jesus longs for unity among people, but is painfully 

aware of human divisions.  What kind of unity does Jesus envision? 
Uniformity and uniform agreement on political ideals? Or some kind of 
deeper expression? What did He do to achieve his vision for unity? 

 


