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                Running Mate | Group Discussion Questions 
 Week 5 | Chapters 13-15 

 

Digest the story:  
1. Describe the emotions you felt as you read Chapter 13. Did the event jog any 

memories in your life? 
2. How would you summarize Reverend Davis’ message in Chapter 14?    
3. How did Tom Fischer’s words tap into the national consciousness and help to 

shift the Presidential campaign in a new direction? 

4. What does Senator Dorsey tell the nation in her press conference? Why did 
it take a tragedy to open her up to this possibility? 

 

Consider current Events: 
1. What would it take for Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump to seriously 

consider working together? 
2. When in American History have political leaders from all perspectives been 

the most united? Why does it often take a crisis to enable elected leaders to 
work together? 

3. How is the current state of Christian/Muslim relations in America, and what 
would it take to build a stronger friendship? 
 

Think about leadership:  
1. Leaders like Abraham Lincoln, John F. Kennedy, and Martin Luther King Jr. 

were willing to give their lives in service to something greater. How 
important—and how common—is that commitment in politics today? 

2. When it comes to political, racial, or religious conflict, what is needed from 
the leaders of the various factions to bring about true healing rather than 
further division and resentment?  

 

Jesus is My Running Mate 
1. Read Matthew 20:25-28.  Describe what Jesus is saying about his own 

leadership style, and the lifestyle that his followers should aspire to. Why did 
this vision transform a tiny group of disciples into a global movement in just 
a couple centuries?  
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Digest the story:  
5. Describe the emotions you felt as you read Chapter 13. Did the event jog any 

memories in your life? 
6. How would you summarize Reverend Davis’ message in Chapter 14?    
7. How did Tom Fischer’s words tap into the national consciousness and help to 

shift the Presidential campaign in a new direction? 

8. What does Senator Dorsey tell the nation in her press conference? Why did 
it take a tragedy to open her up to this possibility? 
 

Consider current Events: 
4. What would it take for Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump to seriously 

consider working together? 
5. When in American History have political leaders from all perspectives been 

the most united? Why does it often take a crisis to enable elected leaders to 
work together? 

6. How is the current state of Christian/Muslim relations in America, and what 
would it take to build a stronger friendship? 
 

Think about leadership:  
3. Leaders like Abraham Lincoln, John F. Kennedy, and Martin Luther King Jr. 

were willing to give their lives in service to something greater. How 
important—and how common—is that commitment in politics today? 

4. When it comes to political, racial, or religious conflict, what is needed from 
the leaders of the various factions to bring about true healing rather than 
further division and resentment?  

 

Jesus is My Running Mate 
2. Read Matthew 20:25-28.  Describe what Jesus is saying about his own 

leadership style, and the lifestyle that his followers should aspire to. Why did 
this vision transform a tiny group of disciples into a global movement in just 
a couple centuries?  

 


